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exit and the relatives are served.
The serving maidens for the Buddhist cere-
mony in this temple wear black kimono and bright
red skirts in summer while they don white kimono
with sky blue crests in the winter.
As at the lidabashi Daijingu, weddings are
definitely business. Third class weddings cost
fifteen yen which means they are held in a small,
side room and no music is furnished. A second
class wedding includes music and costs thirty yen.
Only in the case of first class weddings, which cost
fifty yen, is the large, main temple hall used. The
quality of the wedding beads also varies with the
wedding fee. Sometimes wedding rings are ex-
changed.
When weddings do not occur at home, the
reception or feast is often held in a modem hotel.
Many first class restaurants and hotels have wed-
ding rooms. "When a couple is modem enough to
go to a hotel, foreign food is usually served. This
may be a full course dinner or just a tea. During
the course of the affair the nakodo recites the entire
life history of the couple and various friends make
speeches of appreciation. One such reception
which I attended lasted for five hours. But such
a time is short compared to the old days when the
wedding and feast was an all day affair. It is little